
Exploring Biotechnology with 

Biotech-Careers.org 
 

Biotechnology is a growing field with a wide variety of careers for individuals with varying amounts 

of education.  The industry is currently struggling with the challenge of recruiting new employees. 

Careers in biotechnology pay well and offer several benefits, but students, parents, and teachers 

need to know they exist.  Students need to know that many of these careers are attainable with 2 or 

4 year college degrees and that working in this area can provide an opportunity to build a 

meaningful career.  

Overview  
In this session, we will tour Biotech-Careers.org, explore selected areas, and discuss how to use this 
site for career exploration and planning. 

Objectives 

After this, session participants should be able to:  
1. Describe where students can go to learn about different types of jobs in biotechnology and 

some of the skills that are used in that job. 
2. Advise students on how to find community colleges that offer two year degrees and / or 

certificates related to specific jobs. 
3. Provide students with tools to help them identify their interests and see how those interests 

match business areas in biotechnology. 
4. Suggest multiple resources such as videos, blogs, and alumni profiles that can be used for 

learning about different kinds of jobs. 
5. Find companies by searching for a topic or by location. 
6. Identify the main biotech business areas in any state. 

Resources  
● Biotech-careers.org 

● InnovATEBIO.org 

● Career Exploration in Bioscience (a course at City College of San Francisco [CCSF]) 

● What interests you?  Interest survey from CCSF 

● Biotech-Careers.org activity from CCSF 

● Teaching with Biotech-Careers from Julie Reis, Abraham Lincoln High School, San Francisco 
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https://biotech-careers.org/
https://innovatebio.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/ccsfbiotech/courses/btec-15
https://bio-link.org/sites/default/files/blog-attachments/ccsfbtec-15areasofinterest.pdf
https://bio-link.org/sites/default/files/blog-attachments/ccsfbtec15biotech-careersactivity.pdf
https://biotech-careers.org/articles/teaching-biotech-careers


   Agenda 
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Item Description 

1 Introduction to Biotech-Careers.org 
 

A. Go to Biotech-Careers.org  
B. Background

 

2 Explore Careers 
 

A. Click Careers  
B. At least 33 different jobs - mostly entry level - minimum education required 
C. Look at an example -  

i. Salary 
ii. Related areas 

iii. Videos 
iv. Colleges that offer this training (links to InnovATEBIO) 

 
 
*Teaching tip - Making small talk at a party - set up a party atmosphere, punch & cookies, 
and students describe their jobs to each other.  Use peer grading with a rubric.  
 

3 Job Areas 
 

A. Click Job Areas  
B. At least 36 different areas - think about as business area  
C. Resources related to each area - jobs, articles, videos, alumni profiles

 

4 Blogs 
 
Click Blogs - articles about the industry, careers  
 

5 Profiles 
 

A. Click Profiles - these are our students!  All but one of these students attended a 
two-year college and earned certificates and / or degrees specific to biotechnology 

B. Students describe their jobs and what they do.  
 

http://biotech-careers.org/
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*Teaching tip - Making small talk at a party - this section also works. 

6 Videos 
 

A. Click Videos - interviews and descriptions of different careers 
B. Filter by Job Area 

 

7 Biotech Companies 
 

A. Click Biotech Companies  
B. Background - close to 8000 companies organized by almost 500 business areas 
C. Use the maps to view company locations all over the World, the US, or by state 
D. Use the links below the maps to view companies by business area.  

 

8 
What do biotech companies do in your state? 

 
A. Click your state in the state map.  
B. Look at the Top Business Areas  

i. What is the top biotech business area in your state? 
ii. What top business area do you find most interesting?  Or surprising? 

 
● The “more” link shows all the business areas in your state. 
● Clicking a business area acts as a filter and shows you the number of companies. 
● Clicking a company link takes you to a company page. 

 

9 
Which biotech companies in your state have career (or internship) info? 

 
A. Click Biotech Companies.  
B. Click your state. 
C. Click Yes under Career Information, then click Apply 
D. Pick a company in your state with career information and go to that company. 
E. Click the different “Career” links until you find a career page with jobs 
F. Look at a job and tell us about the job you found and the skills and education 

required. 



 

 

 
 
For help or comments, please contact Sandra@digitalworldbiology.com 
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10 
Learning more about biotech business areas 

A. Click Biotech Companies.  
B. Click a business area in the middle of the page.  
C. Example - AgBiotech - sort companies by their related tags 

 

11 
Using business areas to explore more 

A. Scroll to the bottom of any page and find the Biotech Employers menu in the site 
map. 

B. Click Browse Business Areas and Jobs 
C. Scan the business areas - the size of the word reflects the number of companies 
D. Click a term to learn more about companies that work in that business area 

 
● Terms can also be used for searching. 
● The number in parenthesis is the number of companies.  
● Clicking a term filters the search further. 

 

12 
Companies working on COVID-19 

A. Search with COVID-19 
B. Click Terms 
C. Click the bottom link 

 
Over 400 companies are working on COVID-19, this display helps us visualize what 
they’re doing. 


